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Dear Friends,
Greetings from Bethany children,
staff and volunteers! All is going well in
Bethany by the grace of God. We had 5
visitors from China, Henan Province, from
the 12th – 25th August 2011. They came
from a church and a Special Education
school in Shangqui.
They wanted to learn how they
can bring People with Disability into the
main stream of society. They liked what
they saw in Bethany Home. During their
time here they saw all our activities also
our senior staff trainers did a special training programme for them. They touched on all the skills taught
in Bethany. We also shared with them all the materials and resources they needed. These friends from
China were very HUNGRY for knowledge, they asked a lot of questions. They were very happy to see
our adults, working in open employment and taking home an income of about RM300.00 to RM600.00
every month. They were also very happy to see our children being accepted by the community and the
community supporting all our activities like camps, sports, etc.
We in Bethany are very happy that we can be a vessel of God to serve even the children in
China. We thank God for our Swedish friends and our Bishop for this opportunity.
I must share another interesting story about a young man in Bethany, whose name is Parthiban,
aged 22. He came to Bethany Home when he was 3 years old and joined our early intervention programme. He was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy. He had spend many
years in the physio class as he needed the help of the physiotherapist a lot.
He cannot walk independently, he needs supportive equipments (our therapist and volunteers came up with a standing frame) and he does find it difficult to communicate. Now he moves with the standing frame and his
tricycle. Early last year he wanted a job so we sent him to our sheltered
employment (Lighthouse). The staff there tried many different jobs within
the project but nothing suited him well.
This year Mr. Partiban came to see me. During our discussion he
said he wants to help his mother who is a single parent. He feels he is the
man of the house and must have a job.
What surprised me was he came with a suggestion. Bethany Home needs
a ―WATCHMAN‖ he said. I asked him why? He described how children
can sometimes walk out of Bethany Home if they get angry or not happy
of an activity in the classroom. He said if that happens you (that’s me) will
be angry and unhappy with the staff but if we have a ―watchman‖ (that’s
him) we can avoid such problems. Moreover, strangers are also at times
walking into Bethany Home. For safety reason, it is good to have someone to keep both the eyes watching the school area.
We did think about this job long ago but due to finance and other factors we ―KIV‖ it. We
talked to a friend of Bethany Home, Ms. Sandy Boyce from Uniting Church who introduced us to Dr.
Graham Levell’s Cluster Group from Pilgrim Unity Church, Australia. They have decided to support Mr.
Parthiban for his training (as Watchman) for the next 2 years.
Now Parthiban got a ―JOB‖, we are very proud of him and thank God for friends in Uniting
Church.
We believe that when people pray, GOD hears and things change. Please uphold the children,
staff, volunteers and the work of Bethany Home in your prayers.
God Bless!

Jayasingh Rajiah

BERITA BETHANY
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WORLD SUMMER GAMES, ATHENS 2011
Although not many know about it, Special Olympics (SO) is internationally recognized and participation encouraged for the Special People. From the 20th June—4th
July 2011 SO of Greece, being the host, organized the World Special Olympics in Athens. Athletes from all over the world participated in this summer games. The Special
Olympics of Malaysia took 45 special athletes and Mr. Varaprasad from Bethany represented the nation in the Bocce games. He won a silver medal in singles and a bronze
medal in doubles. We are also proud to have had Mr. Jayasingh, the director of Bethany Home and Mr. Michael Janadikan, Bethany’s Volunteer and the Secretary to SO
Hilir Perak to go as the Asst. Head of Delegation and one of the Officials to the World
Games. Congratulations to the Special Olympics of Hilir Perak.
NGOs working with persons with Learning Difficulties
(LDs) continue to encourage and
provide opportunities to the young
adults in developing their self advocacy skills. The Bethany SelfAdvocacy Group and the Divine
Voice of Day Break Ipoh have
jointly organized the 4th National
Self-Advocacy Conference. It was
held at Bethany Home Simpang
Empat, Hutan Melintang , Perak
from the 22 – 24 July 2011. The
theme of the conference was
―Working Together—Supporting One Another.‖ A total of sixty
this biannual conference.

five

young adults attended and participated in

Many programs were carried out to
help the Special People to speak up for
themselves the issues pertaining to their
life such as career and money management. Opportunities were created for them
to practice and improve their skills in leadership and relationship. During some special workshop sessions led by the members
of Leaderonomics group, the participants
were motivated and strengthened with self
confidence and esteem.
We wish to thank all our donors
and sponsors of this conference, friends in
the Leaderonomics, all the Supporting
Friends (about 35) and the staff of Bethany
Home. We congratulate the organizing
committee which comprises of the members from the Bethany Self-Advocacy
Group and the Divine Voice of Day Break.
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From 26-27 August 2011, Bethany Home had a ―Two
days, One Night Group Home Parents-Staff-Residents program.‖
This was organized to strengthen the partnership we have between the staff/educators and parents of the residential students
towards a better training program at Bethany. About 25 parents
participated in this one night stay program which was really
appreciated by many parents.
The parents were given an opportunity to experience the
life of their children in the Group Home setting and get to know
how they spend their time in equipping themselves towards independent living in the community. The parents also had the opportunity to enjoy a great time of fellowship with the staff and other parents through games and fun activities. They
shared their views, ideas, and life stories and committed themselves to continue to work together.

It is a joy to celebrate our nation’s Independence Day, as commonly referred as ―Merdeka Day‖
with the Special People. Every year, Bethany without
fail helps the children and trainees in Bethany to celebrate this auspicious day meaningfully. The patriotic
spirit of being a Malaysian is found among many students at Bethany.
On 26th August 2011, together with the students of Bethany Home, we celebrated the Merdeka
Day by marching with Jalur Gemilang from Bethany
into Taman Wawasan and back to the Home. The kids
enjoyed declaring the word ―Merdeka‖ and everyone who watched them in the residential area were motivated to
celebrate together our nation’s Independence Day on 31st August 2011.

Rumah Luther Ria (RLR) is a training centre for
people with Special Needs. It was established in July
2010 by the ELCM.
On 3 September 2011, the management and staff
of RLR-Port Dickson organized a Food and Fun Fair to
raise funds for the centre. The staff and volunteers of
Bethany Home
made a trip all
the way to Port
Dickson to help
and support the
organizing committee with the food and games stalls. We are proud of our
staff and volunteers for their great heart to support the work for the PWDs
both local and nationwide. We wish to record a special thanks to all who
went to PD to support this project.

Bethany

Home

Simpang Empat,
tang,
36400 Hutan Melin
Perak, Malaysia
Phone: 605-6411276
Fax: 605-6412633
Email: bhome@streamyx.com

We are on the web
www.bethanyhome.org.my

 We thank God for God’s continues protection and
providence in Bethany Home. He is watching all our students and staff at Bethany, keeping everyone save from
harm and danger.

 We thank God for the Self-advocacy Conference which
was held from 22-24 July 2011.

 We thank God for the Group Home Parents Teachers
meeting and one day program held in 26-27 Aug 2011.

Important Announcements
1. Bethany Home’s 45th Anniversary
and Thanksgiving service on 15 Oct
2011 @ 6.00pm.
2. Prize Giving Day on 5th November
2011 @ 10am at Bethany Hall.

 We thank God for our PIBGS, Parents’ Support Group,
volunteers and generous donors who have been faithfully supporting the mission at Bethany Home.

 We thank God for God’s mighty hands leading us in the
ministry at Bethany for 45 years.

3. Unified HandiCamp, from 1-4 Dec
2011 @ Outward Bound, Lumut.
Full Name(BLOCK LETTERS) Mr/MRs/Ms………………………………………………………………………………..
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel No: …………………………….. Fax No: …………………………….. E-Mail: ………………………………………
I would like to assist Bethany Home in the following way/s:





Enclosed is a cheque/bank draft/MO No: ………………………….bearing the amount of RM…………………..
I would like to pay an on-going contribution of RM………………………………………. per month
I have paid a direct credit of RM …………………. into the Bethany Home account. The pay-in slip is attached.
I would like to volunteer my time to assist Bethany Home in the following area/s:
__ Student Camps
__ Sports Events
__ Student Outings
__ School Programs

 I am interested in providing employment for a suitable Bethany Home trainee
 Yes, please include me in the Bethany Home newsletter mailing list.
Bethany Home Bank Details:
Please write Bethany Revenue Fund in your cheque.
RHB Bank,
Simpang Empat,
Hutan Melintang.
AC-2-08203-36000379
SWIFT CODE-RHBBMYKL

